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Fr John Frauenfelder 

 

You are invited to create community online as we gather to  
share and grow faith. 

 
How to Prepare and Run a Session: 
Read Saturday Sessions ‘How To’ Guide for information how to host a Saturday Session. 
 
 
Presentation: 
Parishes Working Together 
2013 (Video approx. 20 minutes) 
 
Watch the Video at: https://vimeo.com/58604518 
 
About the Presenter: 
This address was prepared for the Catholic Diocese of Wollongong for their Diocesan Pastoral 
Plan “Parishes Working Together.” Fr John shares a theological reflection on Parishes Working 
Together with a focus on the role of the Laity and the mission of Baptism. Fr John poses many 
questions in his reflection to ponder. Some of those questions have been included here plus 
some additional questions. 
 
Whilst the plan was a some ago, the principles and reflections that Fr John offers are still very 
relevant to our Church today. 
 
A Graduate of Catholic University of America and San Francisco Theological Seminary (Member 
Institute of Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley), John graduated with Masters and Doctorate 
degrees in liturgical studies, theology, and ministry. Later studies, through St Louis University, 
awarded him a degree in Health Care Ethics. 
 
John has spent over 30 years in parish ministry. He had led parish & school retreats, workshops 
in Spiritualty for the Ageing, Teaching as Eucharist and other aspects of Eucharistic Spirituality, 
including Going to Mass Backwards, reflection days for Clergy and Retreats for Seniors. He has 
spent time in Central Queensland, working with the Bishops Inservice Days (Diocese of 
Rockhampton) and Adult Faith Education at Blackwater, Queensland. 
Working with St John of God Health (Burwood & Richmond), John developed his skills as a 
leader in Mission, a work enhanced through many years of mission engagement with Mercy in 
the former Goulburn Congregating of Sisters of Mercy, and his work in Mercy Health & Aged 
Care in Central Queensland. 
 
After time lecturing in Liturgy and Sacraments, and three years as Academic Dean, at Broken 
Bay Institute, John has spent the past seven years assisting in Adult Faith formation for Catholic 

https://vimeo.com/58604518


 

Schools Office in Diocese of Broken Bay. (https://www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/faculty/john-
frauenfelder/) 
 
Questions to Ponder:   
 

1. Who have we been called to be as The Body of Your Christ? What would be your 
response? 

2. How would you describe or define Church? “How do we become Church?” 
3. “What would consider to be vital signs of life within a parish community?” 
4. “What is our experience of the lifegiving waters of baptism?” 
5. “How is baptism immediately linked to the celebration of the Eucharist?”  
6. How can we contribute to the creating of a ‘round table’? 
7. How often do you recall your Baptism and what that means in your life of faith? Is it 

something that we need to recall more often?  
8. “The ministerial priesthood is at the service of the common priesthood”. What does this 

mean to you? 
9. “What is crucial is that the baptised reclaim the dignity of their order – the order of the 

faithful - the order that the mission of the Church has been entrusted by the Lord.” How 
will you invite people to do this?  

10. A great responsibility for us is to make Christ present in the world. How do you take on 
this responsibility?  

11. What can you do now – what resources do we need now – to start bringing some of this 
to life? 

 
 
Further Support: 
If you would like further support to bring to life a Saturday Session, or Wednesday Wisdom or 
Tuesday Thinktank (the name can be changed), please contact Lisa at the Pastoral Planning 
Office at lisa.bright@parracatholic.org  
 
For information about Zoom please contact the Pastoral Planning Office or you can watch a 
Zoom tutorial at https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362033-Getting-Started-on-
Windows-and-Mac  
 
The Pastoral Planning Office thanks you for your enduring faith, hope, love and commitment as 
we venture into the deep. We pray that you experience the peace and grace that our God offers 
and can be an ambassador of Christ’s hope and peace to those you encounter and accompany. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please contact the Pastoral Planning Office for support in all areas of pastoral ministry.  
 

Richard McMahon        richard.mcmahon@parracatholic.org    0437 497 526  
Lisa Bright                    lisa.bright@parracatholic.org                 0448 652 720  
Tanya Quinn                tanya.quinn@parracatholic.org              0459 133 665 
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